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The Honorable Daniel S. Goldin
A.dznmiJt...tOt
NftienaJ A~" Spau AdmhtilttaUon
WUhlngtcm, DC ~O'<46

\~

Dear Mr. Goldin:

We IR writ1na ~ Ictcr to Informyou orcur views on.two in pONnt potem!l1 rtpn)pmminp
or NASA fundi.

,
11se &at ;. NASA'I reqUC8tin your latter at Auault 12. 1m. :1pdatb1a NASA'. FY 1997
Operadnl Plan. to reaJJacawan addltianll SI mWion to ~dlCl otIJquld Ptykc:k BboItets
(LPB). Sm the CommiCtCC1, orislnll noJUIva Npty of Sepu mbet 24., .wr werebrietedby
Dtpny Asaoclate AtJn\fniItmcr St8ft OlWllcllftd ChietEnp l8et'Dan MuIWI. aM ptoWSed
mueh ot the addItlana1 ~Oft dw the CommIttee requcat ~

. While we srin have coneenu abOUt the 1,FB iDidadve. aM "'01 It the aDcoadon ot tUOUrcel
unong Pbueall, m., and IV piths Shacde tJpatad.. prosram we are prepared to apJ)1'OVIUs.

.

completion of the initial phue otthc US ltudy Ulbt8up to 58 ai11bs In UJIIpentFY J991 tbnda.
ThiJ approval I. acautna.nt upon NASA '6I'eeias to the roOcwins escwtraInu on and
requirements tor the uudy:

.. NASAwUJpresent the complota we. otthl.8Wdy to th" Hau. Comminco on Science tar .

our written concurrence befcre NASA requettJ ftmdlng to r ftuthcr LPB work.

. Baaed on tho ~rieSn. to CommIttee ItIft' 011October 28~, it f. prwlUlMd tJw NAJA 'IiUJ

deliver thc:ae stUdy resulu to tM Committee by March 3 t. 1998. An -.rftcr delivery,
however, would CMbla the ~rnmitt" ~ Uu;lude thCltesu:ts in eur ccnlideration otNASA's
rv 1999 bud.at teqUUt.

. NASA sho~d. u part o(thl. ltudy, Id8l\d&multlploappflJada fbr PUl'IUinJfunher LfB
development. btdudtnllh. \lie otsub--IC&!"pound-buec; and fHam demonstrations or
expetimefttar teahnoloai.. which might ttduce the technic IIriticorLfI. development.
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. No NASA fundi sh&U bo .penc to .tUdy potlfttlal UIU cfthJ ILPB odlet than 81111uparad810
the SplC4ShuWc I)1ttm. Thillndudel LB'. role in'.m~ numB!'" or artyocher
unAuthorimitnidlC1veawhich 10 beyond ~ Hup\aftSt;acePUahtpr'OF"U.

We would tttonllY fnCOUtI8cNASA kJ leverqc tbl uxpayen' 1nwatmtnt 1fttllb INdy ICtMty
with NndJ from the Space:Flipt OperuiCftI CofttzutOf.whict wiDpmumably bendt
substantiaUy &em the ItUdy hseJ( tet alone My f'oII01IMIpLFI development.

Even mort importantlytwe would DkeNASA m&ftIJCm~ in puaDcI withthilltUd1tto ~
I continuinsdialolUtamongthe Adminbtndcm. Ccnpu. aft IotherinttreatedplltiCl,011tbI
poficy iU\lOI ~ prlvaUz&doa, cammercialbUion. tIi&bt. rat8auarnenutiOn. and oparadoaaI
life extension altha Sp&CO Sbuulo I)'Jttm. We arc c:oncemeci !bout NASA" hlltoric&1 tendency
to t'ocus en h&rd~ d8Ye1oPCMfttwithout II't8OII.1ticmat po~ ~ concerns. Con~II;amoc &Uy
conJider or ovcraOCt. lei Ilofte &pp1'Q'Y8,any ftJrthtrIn dCV8lcpment Ittivity withoute.n ~
UpCI\policy bftuawork.

The second pctant1l1raproJf8mmlnl raI&ta to tho. or. !:uhccmmiu. an Space IDd
Acronautiea heariaa bold on FridaY7Oetoblr 248:NASA', tipuh L001c"ItUdyotSpICC Solar
Pewer andtheqency'II'P1'Uent tack otplw to toI1owup OJ\ thJJ ImpofU1't ccmc:ept. Tbt
he&rinf - and GlpcciaZ2)'the wdmony olNASAt.1)r.lobn MankbIs - \\'II very well reeelved ~
SubcomnUttcc Mtmbett !am both pardn. One Demoeratie Jriembtr, at tM aM cttha hearina.
deetared to Dr. MankinJ: "Don 'c let up. W.'re wasted, IN: t th1DJcwetn be supportlq whII
you're dalns. It

There wu IlIftnl &greanCl1Iamona ,.,,("' and Members that Ont otNASAtl top prioritiea
.hould be dcvclopina IptC8 technotop. .,,;m the pocemW to.~q,.IR... economi~ blMik to me
natio~ suchII Spuo Sow POMIf. Thill. panlcWriy Impofrant, in OW'Wwt to heIpb\a buDd
poIid~ 11.Ippon InConsrelJ tor NASA', ~ CnatinS. n rw apaC8'lbued iachaJtriei which
dltlctly bcneB.tlife OftButh ia in wier sell than Msplnoftsfl 8' ~m 'Ovem'Bcmt-only .space projettS.

~ teStimony bdbn the heaM' polftt8cleM, there II no !Md m~ confit;t birN- vblonary ideal
!ka SpaceSolarPoww aM humanmIuJou 10 Mati. We po:m ov,t tk&temJ)ap 26otNASA'.
new S~toaic Plan. the Human Exploration aM DoYe1cpmen: of Spaee Enterprise's Minion
Statementincwdec thesewonb: "tmqina CClmmereo ftouriaJ! ins in spaca, with solar power
Iiteltites. or I Mani.n powerplanc to permit a permanentcol )ny."

Dr. Mankins wu aret\il in hi. testimony tc UHt'Cdw tke ncxt step fbt Spa.ceSolar Power Isn't.
traditional NASA pkaJa A ItUdyor the creation otl project )ffice. Inttead, he lY8Icstccf1ftin-
dopth analysisot the technolosiCI and S)'Itlml conceptS iden :tfted in th, Fmh Look Itudy
r..uttins in I rabun tet;hnology matUrationplan with .olld CllftSand potentia! dm«&blet, lit oft'Or1
taking no more thin nine monthl. W, would hop. N~A co j'd brief the Committee an Interim
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preareas ptrhaps halfway tbrOvp chi. roUow-up 8Cdvky, 10 u to have an irnpac:ton our
conJIdcndon otNASA'.FY 1m bud... .

According to Dr. Mul"we. IUCh fA actMcy CCNIcI=- WOUftdS!. J mime", rtOt iMludlna InduJay
PanlcipltJOn. n ron: we woaJd taolc tWof1bIy upaJl8rtproar: mmIna NqUC8t &am
apprcpnatt SC\lrc81 otup IQ S2 miJUon tor aD inunadt&t8 a,Oow.t P to tM Fruh LOok 8Q.Idy.

Whil. d*, tWopoc_1! ~, acndIrec:df related. W8would be pleued
to IUfPCftMort--t8tftlpro... byNASAin bath W888.Pleue I ItbIok to UIU tOOnu poui&J,
u Ie howwe can work 10,.. CDtbenL
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